


 Manston and Hammoon Parish Council
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 23rd February 2026 at 6:30 pm in Child Okeford Village Hall 

Present:  Councillors - J. Hussey (Chair), A Frampton (AF), A. Yarwood (AY), M Harris, (MH), 

In attendance:  
Cllr Jane Somper, David Green (Parish Clerk) & one member of the public

Chair’s Welcome
Chair welcomed all to the meeting.

26.01	Public Discussion Period (30 mins)

The issue of the Hammoon Gates operation was discussed. A member of the public raised the issue of the possible installation of depth gauges.

It was noted that a meeting between Dorset Council, members of the Parish Council, Simon Hoare M.P and Cllr Jane Somper has been held in County Hall on 6th February 2026 to discuss all aspects of the present unsatisfactory situation. 

Dorset Council had provided a commitment to:

· manage the operation of signage and gate closures
· move the southern gate and possibly make this lockable
· install 4 visible depth gauges as warning indicators

Dorset Council stated that these proposals would be implemented by 31st March 2026. 

In the longer-term, Dorset Council are proposing to undertake a feasibility assessment of installation of variable message signing linked to & activated by rising river levels and or raising the vertical alignment of sections of D31722 carriageway; they have also said that they will investigate surface water flooding at East Farm Lane.

It is to be noted as a matter of record that it is the view of the Parish Council the deployment of signage and the opening and closing of the gates since the 6th February meeting has not been properly managed, with signage not being deployed and gates being left permanently open. 

The Parish Council and its volunteers have been expressly forbidden from operating the signage or gates; Dorset Council are not prepared to extend insurance cover to anyone who is not an employed by them. 

The Parish Council agreed to provide a summary of the present situation for the ‘The Hill’ publication for the benefit of residents. 

It was noted that flashing warning signs had been used in the past but have proved to be very ineffective, being largely ignored. 

26.02	To receive and accept apologies for absence

Cllr Woods.

26.03	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests in relation to the agenda

None were declared.

26.04.	To agree the minutes of previous meeting on 24thNovember 2025 are a true and accurate record

These were unanimously AGREED.

26.05	Issues arising from the last meeting/Chair & Clerks report

20 MPH scheme consideration

The Road Safety team have advised that the existing speed survey data, which was gathered to support the use of the Speed Indicator Device (SID), would not support a 20-mph zone in Manston enforced only by signage. The SID actually provides an ‘enforcement’ measure & therefore an application would be considered but only if speeds have reduced since its introduction.  The PC would therefore require a new survey to re-assess the situation; an additional survey would be required for C14 Hammon Road. Cost of surveys is £295 + VAT each. It was agreed that there was not evident demand in Manston for a 20-mph scheme, and this will not be pursued at the present time. 

Cllr Frampton raised the issue of traffic levels and speeding in Hammoon and enquired whether this could be assessed for a 20-mph scheme. It was agreed to make an enquiry with the Road Safety Team. Cllr Somper advised that evidence of community support would be required, probably supported by questionnaire responses. 

26.06	To receive report from Dorset Council

Cllr Somper provided several updates: 

Flooding – has been of great recent concern with many areas severely affected by rising springs & surface water run-off, with several properties flooded in some villages.  There is an issue with landowner management as well as blocked drains and ditches. 

Dinah’s Hollow – significant work has taken place. There have been a plethora of complaints concerning some aspects of the diversionary measures although traffic levels along diversionary routes have been less than projected. 20 mph limits have not been routinely observed by drivers. 

Community Highways Officer (CHO) – Kieran Spicer has been appointed as the new CHO for the area.

26.07	To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals: 

i)    Retrospective payments approved: 

	Date
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	24/11/2015
	Toby Yarwood
	Churchyard mowing
	 £         210.00 

	28/11/2025
	David Green
	November 2025 pay
	 £         161.73 

	30/11/2025
	Unity Bank
	Service fee
	 £             6.00 

	08/12/2025
	Child Okeford Village Hall
	Hall Hire
	 £           47.00 

	29/12/2025
	David Green
	December 2025 pay
	 £         161.73 

	31/12/2025
	Unity Bank
	Service fee
	 £             6.00 

	14/01/2026
	HMRC
	Q3 PAYE 2025/2026
	 £         113.80 

	28/01/2026
	David Green
	January 2026 pay
	 £         161.73 

	10/02/2026
	Vision ICT
	Email hosting 
	 £          24.00 

	10/02/2026
	Vision ICT
	Website hosting
	 £         175.76 



ii) The Parish Council finances are positive with the bank balance standing at £ 2751.68. 

26.08   Hammoon telephone box museum project progress

Cllr Yarwood advised that the wet weather that thwarted further progress with this project. The stability and positioning of the box require examination before any final decisions are made, but it is believed that the project remains feasible. 

26.09 Report on any highway issues in both villages (to include traffic and speeding)

No further issues raised 

26.010 To comment on any planning applications

There were no new local applications to review. 

A draft Local Planning Policy has been produced which includes provision for a ‘Dorset Design Code’ for both rural and urban areas. The Plan aims to support the transition to ‘Net Zero’ by 2050. 

26.11	Confidential Matters (public and press to leave the meeting) 

The DAPTC & Dorset Council have produced a draft ‘Statement of Reasonable Expectations’ 

This document focusses on the transfer of non-statutory responsibilities from Dorset Council to towns & parishes, without details of how new structures are intended to be funded, how they will function or what powers these new bodies will be granted. These expectations include measures: 

· ‘Parish and Town Councils will proactively seek opportunities to upskill and enhance 
their role in service delivery in key areas agreed by both parties, community 
leadership and engagement.’

· ‘Parish and Town Councils will develop financial and strategic plans for the short, 
medium, and longer term to set out their ambitions for the community around them 
and enhance their role in place management.’

· ‘Elected members for all parties should be supported and trained to understand the 
benefits of co-working and partnering toward better outcomes for communities they 
jointly serve. ‘

· ‘Development of personnel in Parish and Town Councils, particularly those in senior 
roles like Clerks, will be encouraged to enable them to undertake broader roles and 
responsibilities effectively.’

· ‘Dorset Council and Parish and Town Councils will work together to identify, explore, 
and, where mutually agreed, pursue opportunities for joint initiatives and shared 
services, and including the transfer or devolution of assets and services.’

The view of the PC is that these ambitions are unrealistic and make unreasonable demands on the services of volunteer Councillors. The expressions used are vague and ambiguous; it is not clear what the changed role for Parish Clerks would involve. There was the perception that this is yet another layer of bureaucracy with presumption that additional costs with met from levying additional Council Tax on residents. The Clerk will make a suitable response to the DAPTC. 

26.12.	Items for the next meeting

· Hammon Flood dates operation
· Annual Parish Meeting, Annual Meeting of the PC and Parish Council meeting 

26.13.	Date of next meeting(s)	

Monday, 18th May 2026 2026 at 6.30pm at Child Okeford Village Hall. Manston Village Hall still being out of use. 

There being no further business to be transacted the meeting closed at 20.00 hours.
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