


 Manston and Hammoon Parish Council
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 18th May 2026 at 6.30pm in Child Okeford Village Hall


Present:  
Councillors – J. Hussey, P. Easter, A Frampton, M Harris, D. Honeybun, M Woods, A Yarwood

In attendance:  
David Green, The Clerk

Chair’s Welcome
Chair welcomed all to the meeting.

The Annual Parish Meeting

26.01.	Chair’s Report on the year
There have been a number of issues to deal with this year. The most vexatious has been trying to resolve the floodgates problem at Hammoon. The responsibility for opening and shutting the floodgates now lies with Dorset Highways. They have been unreliable and slow to respond to date. We can only hope that once the system beds in they will improve. There is also an
argument for installing a large water depth gauge indicating the height of the floodwater to act as a deterrent to those drivers who wish to risk a crossing.
We have been presented with a proposal by Dorset Council about a possible devolution of the Parish Council format to a Wessex Mayoral Strategic Authority. We are awaiting further clarification.
The PC finances are in much better shape having been parlous in the Spring of 2025. This is due to the necessary increase in the precept and has resulted in a sensible reserve being established.
A defibrillator has been installed at the Manston Village Hall and is working well.
We have also set in motion the process of introducing speed limits in Hammoon which has put up with speeding cars for far too long. It is absurd that the national speed limit of 60mph is currently in force.
The Manston Village Hall is still closed as there has been no response from the owner of the neighbouring property as to whether he is prepared to accept a four-metre boundary line and to remove all adjoining leylandii and the removal of his fencing to facilitate repair works. Anne Mills and the legal team will pursue this.
Mower Lane is in a better state now hedges have been cut and the bridleway made more navigable.
Finally, it remains for me to thank David Green, our Clerk, for all his hard work and excellent administrative skills and to all the Councillors for their sterling work.










The Annual Meeting

26.02. 	To appoint a Chair and Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Cllr Judith Hussey was nominated to be Chair and was unanimously elected as Chair for the year 2026-2027, and signed the Acceptance of Office.

26.03.	To appoint a Vice Chair
Cllr Yarwood offered to serve as Vice Chair and was unanimously elected as Vice-Chair for 2026-2027.

26.04 	To receive and accept apologies for absence
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Somper

26.05 	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests in relation to the agenda
None were declared.

26.06.	To adopt amended Standing Orders and Financial Regulations for the Council
Clerk advised that these documents have been reviewed and amended in line with national model documents – the PC unanimously agreed to adopt these

26.07.	To confirm frequency of Full Council meetings and meeting dates
It was agreed to hold four a year, quarterly. They are generally to be held in the months of May, August, November and February. All starting at 1830 hours. The next meetings being the 7th September 2026 and 23rd November 2026.

26.08. 	To appoint a DAPTC representative
The Clerk will keep the Council appraised of any important news from the DAPTC. 

Financial Matters:

26.09	To appoint a Responsible Finance Officer
Mr David Green was nominated to be Responsible Finance Officer by the Parish Council and this was unanimously agreed. 

26.10. 	To appoint an internal auditor
Mr John Paul of J P Consultants was appointed as internal auditor for 2026/2027. 

26.11. 	To approve the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGAR) for 2025/26.
The AGAR had been circulated prior to the meeting for review, it was approved. 

26.12.	To agree to self-certify as an exempt council under the AGAR
The Clerk explained that MHPC are under the £25,000 threshold for income or expenditure, therefore the Parish Council can self-certify itself as exempt from external auditing, provided all documents are put onto the website for transparency. This was unanimously approved. 

26.13.	To approve Risk Assessment Review
An amended Risk Assessment review for 2025/2026 was unanimously approved. 

Full Council

26.14.	To agree the minutes of previous meeting on 24th February 2026 are a true and accurate record
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

26.15.	Issues arising from the last meeting – Clerk’s & Chairmans Report

Hammoon Flood Gates

The central issue arising being the management of the Hammoon Flood gates. Following the meeting on 6th February 2026, actions had been promised by 31st March 2026. The Clerk requested a progress update from Dorset Council but nothing had been received. The Clerk had therefore attempted to escalate a response from Dorset Council via Cllr Jane Somper. This matter has been raised with Simon Hoare, M.P. who is also perplexed for the lack on any report or update since the meeting in February. 
It was noted that Doret Councils failure to provide any update is unacceptable The Parish Council agreed to press for a response before the bad weather season commences in the autumn.  The issue is particularly concerning because recent speed surveys show that Hammoon has some 800 vehicle movements a day. 

The issue of flood gauges and whether or no these would work as a deterrent was extensively discussed, there was no general agreement that these would in fact serve as a warning.  It was noted that Dorset Council seem to be reluctant to confirm what dialogue they have with the Environment Agency when Flood alerts are being raised.

Hammoon Telephone Box

Cllr Yarwood had carried out extensive research concerning other micro museum projects and has found two examples in place at Stour Provost and Compton Abbas. The suggestion is that the rear panel of the box is used to provide local/history information. The main costs will be graphic design/printing and telephone project will be signed appropriately. Current opinion is that it will be called The History Box. The total cost is likely to be between £ 500 and £ 1,000. The PC agreed to the principal of the project and Cllr Yarwood will take the project forward with local assistance.  

Hammoon – 20 mph speed limit scheme

The correspondence with the Dorset Road Safety Team in relation to a possible 20 or 30 mph scheme was noted. The wish of the community of Hammoon is for a 20-mph limit; the PC agreed in principle to make an application. It was noted that the scheme parameters for a 30-mph limit were restricted and the Road Safety would be requested to advise whether an expanded north/south scheme could be agreed with a 20-mph limit before a formal application is made. 

25.16.	To receive report from Dorset Council 

Cllr Somper provided a written report which was taken as read. 

25.17.	To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals

The Clerk reported that the precept installment and VAT repayment had been received, and the bank balance stood at around £ 4,009. 

Councillors noted the below payments made under delegated powers by either cheque or bank transfer out of Council: Retrospective payments approved:

	Date
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	27/02/2026
	Child Okeford Village Hall
	Hall Hire
	 £           47.00 

	28/02/2026
	Unity Bank
	Service fee
	 £             6.00 

	02/03/2026
	David Green
	February 2026 pay
	 £         161.73 

	02/03/2025
	The Hill
	Donation
	 £           50.00 

	04/03/2026
	Alfie Burt 
	mowing
	 £         130.00 

	30/03/2026
	David Green
	March 2026 pay
	 £         161.73 

	31/03/2026
	Unity Bank
	Service fee
	 £             7.00 

	09/04/2026
	Dorset Council
	Speed surveys Hammoon
	 £         594.00 

	09/04/2026
	Alfie Burt
	Mowing
	 £         130.00 

	13/04/2026
	HMRC
	PAYE Q4 2025/2026
	 £         113.80 

	23/04/2026
	Zurich Insurance
	Insurance renewal
	 £         710.00 

	28/04/2026
	David Green
	April 2026 pay
	 £         161.73 

	29/04/2026
	DAPTC
	Subscription 2026/2027
	 £         134.55 

	30/04/2026
	Unity Bank
	Service charge
	 £             7.00 

	05/05/2026
	Alfie Burt 
	Mowing
	 £         130.00 



Payments approved at the meeting: 

26.18.	To agree a grant to the Dorset Air Ambulance
It was agreed to donate £ 100.00 to the Dorset Air Ambulance Service

26.19 Discussion on any highway issues in both villages (to include traffic and speeding)
The Chair thanked Cllr Honeybun for his work in rotating the SID, which appears to be working well.

26.20.	To comment on any planning applications

P/HOU/2026/02210 - 13 Hillside Manston Sturminster Newton DT10 1EY - Erect new retaining wall, steps and construct lay-by to from additional parking.

The PC agreed that this application should be seen positively given its likely benefit to the parking congestion on Hillside and would therefore be supported.

26.21.	Confidential Matters (public and press to leave the meeting) 
None noted.

26.22.	Date of next meeting(s)	

Monday 7th September 2026 at 6.30pm
Monday, 23rd November 2026 at 6.30pm

There being no further business to be transacted the meeting closed at 19:40 hours.
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