


 Manston and Hammoon Parish Council
 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Monday 7th September 2026 at 6:30 pm in Child Okeford Village Hall 

Present:  Councillors - A. Yarwood (Acting Chair) (AY), P Easter (PE), A Frampton (AF), D Honeybun (DH)  M Harris, (MH), 

In attendance:  
Cllr Jane Somper, David Green (Parish Clerk) 

26.23.  Chair’s Welcome

Chair welcomed all to the meeting.

26.24	Public Discussion Period (30 mins)

There were no questions. 

26.25	To receive and accept apologies for absence

Cllrs Hussey & Woods

26.26	Declarations of pecuniary and other interests in relation to the agenda

None were declared.

26.27	To agree the minutes of previous meeting on 18th May 2026 are a true and accurate record

These were unanimously AGREED.

26.28	Issues arising from the last meeting/Chair & Clerks report

Hammoon Flood Gates operation

The Clerk reported that he had not received any response whatsoever from Dorset Council concerning the progress towards improvements to the operation of the flood gates and flood warning systems in Hammoon.  

Cllr Somper advised that she had received an update via MS Teams, rather than email concerning measures being taken

· 8 depth gauge signs had been ordered 

· A plan to move the gates to a more suitable location has been planned and this will take place before the winter

· Dorset Council is commissioning a CCTV warning system, system called SNAPSHOT LIVE, which will be linked to their control room to enable operational staff to remotely monitor the situation and determine if closure action needs to be taken
· Dorset Council will be requesting the assistance of the Hammoon community to discuss the most suitable location for the depth gauge signage
· A complete flood action plan is being drawn up

The Chair and Council welcomed news of these measures, and offered to assist DC in assessing suitable locations. The Clerk requested that a due date for follow up action is provided. 

20 MPH scheme consideration

The Road Safety team have advised that the proposal for Hammoon is being considered along with 16 others in Phase 5 of its 20-mph rollout. 

Manston Village Hall 

Cllr Hussey has reported that the boundary line with neighbouring property is currently subject to legal discussions and it is unlikely that that any repair work will be carried out for some time. 

Gate post at the Play area 

The Clerk & Council thanked Cllr Honeybun for replacing the gate post at the play area.

Correspondence

It was noted that the Local Government Boundary Commission has recommended that Manston and Hammoon PC is re-designated to the Sturminster Newton ward form 2026. Cllr Jane Somper will remain the ward member until then. 

26.29	To receive report from Dorset Council

Cllr Somper had submitted a written report which was taken as read and provided further updates:

Local Plan – completion of this has been delayed by two years. This is because the timetable for completing the existing plan became too constrained 

There will be changes to the planning process following publication of the new National Planning Policy Framework document in August 2026. 

· council officers will make the overwhelming majority of decisions
· few planning applications will be taken to the planning committees, which are largely being sidelined
· any objections to an application will need to be substantive 
· there will need to be an additional 550 sites for development identified throughout Dorset
· Dorset council does not currently meet its 6-year housing supply target. It is therefore likely that there will be a plethora of applications received in the next couple of years

‘Community Conversations’ 

Cllr Somper has attended a ‘Community conversation’ with Dorset Council and other parishes, grouped around what appear to ‘primary care clusters’. These events are intended to highlight issues, improve communications and to explore opportunities for devolved services; they have not been well attended it should be said. 

The Clerk advised that he had taken part in a webinar relating to these events but this was entirely dedicated to explaining the discussion process and did not address the key questions being asked. 

It was noted that bin collections in Hammoon had occasionally been missed but after reporting, the issue had been resolved. Cllr Somper explained that Shaftesbury deport are doing their best but they have been hampered at higher level. It is hoped that the service will improve shortly.  

26.30	To receive a finance report and to agree action in response to proposals and payment approvals: 

i)    Retrospective payments approved: 

	Date
	Supplier
	Description
	Amount

	14/05/2026
	J P Consultants
	Internal Audit fee
	 £           90.00 

	20/05/2026
	ROSPA
	Play Area Inspection
	 £           99.60 

	28/05/2026
	David Green
	May 2026 pay
	 £         161.73 

	31/05/2026
	Unity Bank
	Service charge
	 £             7.00 

	01/06/2026
	Dorset Air Ambulance
	Donation
	 £         100.00 

	02/06/2026
	Alfie Burt 
	Mowing
	 £         130.00 

	03/06/2026
	Child Okeford VH
	Hall Hire
	 £           47.00 

	29/06/2026
	David Green
	June 2026 pay
	 £         161.73 

	30/06/2026
	Unity Bank
	Service charge
	 £             7.00 

	03/07/2026
	Alfie Burt 
	Mowing
	 £         130.00 

	23/07/2026
	HMRC
	PAYE Q1 2026/2027
	 £         113.80 

	28/07/2026
	David Green
	July 2026 pay
	 £         161.73 

	31/07/2026
	Unity Bank
	Service charge
	 £             7.00 

	10/08/2026
	Alfie Burt 
	Mowing
	 £         130.00 

	10/08/2026
	VISION ICT
	Email provision
	 £           24.00 

	29/08/2026
	David Green
	August 2026 pay
	 £         161.73 



ii) The Clerk reported that finances are positive with the bank balance standing at £ 2,477.11, with the next precept installment due at the end of September 2026. 
iii) Cllr Harris noted that the majority of PC costs seem to relate to maintaining the play area. The Clerk advised that this due to a contract negotiated by his predecessor, and the play area had undergone a substantive renovation. It was noted by several Councillors that the play area is well used despite its location. 
iv) Cllr Yarwood has been granted bank authorisation access, so any payment can now be authorised by three persons 

26.31   Hammoon telephone box museum project progress

Cllr Yarwood advised that there had not been a great deal of progress over the summer. There will be an effort made to determine levels of interest via the WhatsApp group, although Cllr Yarwood felt that this should not be a one-person project and if there is no assistance from anyone else these ideas will not be taken forward. 

26.32 Report on any highway issues in both villages (to include traffic and speeding)

No further issues raised.

26.33 To comment on any planning applications

New application - P/HOU/2026/04533 - Buckley Lodge Manston Sturminster Newton DT10 1EZ -Erect Single storey Rear Extension

There were no objections to this application for an unobtrusive extension.

Application update - P/HOU/2026/02210 - 13 Hillside Manston Sturminster Newton DT10 1EY Erect new retaining wall, steps and construct lay-by to from additional parking – 

No decision by Dorset Council at this stage. 

26.34 Confidential Matters (public and press to leave the meeting) 

A suitable increase to the Clerks pay scale was agreed. 

26.35.	Items for the next meeting

· Hammon Flood Gates measures – update
· Budget & Precept proposal
· 20 mph scheme update

26.36.	Date of next meeting(s)	

Monday, 23rd November 2026 2026 at 6.30pm at Child Okeford Village Hall. Manston Village Hall probably being out of use. 

There being no further business to be transacted the meeting closed at 19:22 hours.
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